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Ready for a ball
Keilor's Andrew Payton has
been selected to represent

Australia in the inaugural

Special Olympics Intemational
Cricket Cup in Mumbai, India,
on November 6-13. The all-
rounder was one of three
Victorians selected in the
15-man squad. Find out

more, page 103.
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Drug problem still rife

By Cameron Tait

CANNABIS, inhalant abuse,
trans-generational drug and
alcohol problems remain
prevalent among the region’s
youth.

Some users are as young as
13.

DAS West Western Health
youth outreach team man-
ager Richard Marks says
although heroin use is
slightly down, many young-
sters still do not seek treat-
ment for ecstasy addictions.

The service reaches out to

Socceroos’

A PUBLIC consultation by Brimbank Council suggests
St Albans residents are strongly in favour of the
council honouring soccer heroes Mark Viduka, Kevin
Muscat and the 2006 Socceroos World Cup team.

A statement issued by the council’s media office
stated 300 people attended a recent weekend
sausage sizzle in St Albans Square hosted by Mayor
Natalie Suleyman and Kororoit MP (Manufacturing
and Small Business Minister) Andre Haermeyer.

“Some 89 per cent of those surveyed agreed the
council should publicly honour the soccer heroes in
some way,” the council stated.

The council and Mr Haermeyer would discuss the
proposal with Viduka and Muscat’s managers and
with the Melbourne Victory soccer club in the coming

weeks, Cr Suleyman said.

Ideas so far submitted include a plaque or monu-
ment in St Albans Square, the renaming of the
square, a ‘Greet Your Heroes Day’, a festival or the
introduction of sporting awards in their honour.
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western suburbs youth aged
between 10 and 22. It offers
counselling  for  drug,
alcohol, mental problems,
violence and sexual abuse.
The service’s counsellors
also make regular school
visits in the shire to break
down some of the barriers
and tell students about the
dangers of substance abuse.
“We get a lot of referrals
from family members who
notice their kids are having
trouble at school or in their
job and are heading off the
rails,”” Mr Marks said.

““Alcohol continues to be
the drug of choice because
it’s legal and easily access-
ible.

““There’s been a shift away
from heroin because of a
reduction in supply and the
negative consequences
associated with it.”’

The most concerning trend
within Melton shire is trans-
generational drug use: both
parents and their children are
users.

“In some situations it’s
seen as acceptable by
parents,”” Mr Marks said.

““‘Some parents are unem-
ployed, isolated  and
marginalised, and we’ve
even seen cases where it’s
stretched across three gener-
ations.

“It’s really up to the
parents to seek treatment as
well and that’s part of our
job — because we try to
work with the families and
determine why their kids are
taking drugs in the first
place.”

Mr Marks said a higher
pressure on teenagers to suc-
ceed in school and in all

walks of life — combined
with depression, anxiety and
problems at home — often
led to drug problems.

“For many young people
it’s still commonly associ-
ated with having a good
time, peer pressure and try-
ing to fit in.”’

Mr Marks said early inter-
vention was still critical to
prevent the harmful and
potentially deadly conse-
quences of drug addiction.

Help/details: DAS West,
83456682.
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o Built-in Wardrohes

o Shower Screens

o Sliding Mirror Doors
* Frameless Shower Screens e Hinge Doors

Phone today for an
obligation free quote

Factory 8A, 37 Chambers Road Altona North

Open Mon-Fri 9am-5pm, Sat 9am-1pm, Sun by appointment

homesolutions

e Vanity Mirrors
e Glass Splashhacks
 Shaving Cabinets
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NEED CASH

N OWI

We like to sayYES'
2$200 - $2000

'LOANS

We lend to: Pensioners & «

%—‘!
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CentreLink Clients or poor -
=
credit history applicants. \‘*"

Loans for all reasons
Terms and Conditions apply

CASH LOAN

’Oo,,

— MONEY CENTRES —
THE SMALL LOANS SPECIALISTS
28 IRVING ST FOOTSCRAY 9687 9436

ADVOCATE [NWAD]

The Lion

Attentive Service
Corporate & Private Functions

welcome
Open 7 Days - Lunch & Dinner
Fully Licensed BYO

92 Keilor Road, Essendon
Ph 9379 2161
4 FULLY LICENSED. BYO WINE ONLY

Recommended by the AGE food Guide 2004-2005

DIVORCE

Where do | stand?

“Divorce... My clients appreciate that I can help
them through this very difficult time”

Colin Twigg,
Director & Family
Law Specialist

FREE

Family Law Clinic

Each Tuesday by appointment
9.00am - 6.00pm. Each
personal appointment

will be up to 30 minutes
duration.

>> Leading with Distinction

LAWYERS

9731 0300

Suite 3,10 Watton Street, Werribee
werr@harwoodandrews.com.au

All aspects of landscaping from the
very mild to the extremely wild
Specialising In
. ®Instant Turf:
® Sprinkler Systems
®Landscapes

@® Brick Paving
®Large Rock
® \Water Features |
® Exotic Palm Gardens ®Build of Pagolas

® Pool Fences @ Timber Decking

| Soifor a,compensative price

: \with excellent workmanship
call us for a FREE
no obligation quote

SITE/LEVELING®
BOBCAT HIRE S5
ANDREW 0419/579/355
DEAN 0406 270 165
PAUI- 0427 799 557 QX6350130-G33PAH

FORGET D.L.Y - BUY

READY AND SAVE!

* New factory seconds & custom made -
Sold direct to the public.
¢ All kitchen are ready for installation
Plenty to choose from
o Strictly open
Monday to Thursday 12.00 hoon to 4.30pm

d9.€9-/yEGE09XN

o Kitchen benches
from $499
o Kitchens with benchtops
& overheads
from $799
¢ Solid timber Tasmanian
0ak kitchens
from $2280
¢ VVinyl kitchens with
benchtops & overheads
from $1890

& +Board cutting also
! S available

MOD-TECH DESIGNS

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM AT:
18 maida ave, sunshine
BH: 9356 4665 FAX: 9310 7020
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